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SUBJECTs Lesislative Hearings for Atomlc ~neriy Comuigsion

1. ‘e bvelieve legislation now pending for estabe
lishment of the Atomie 'nergy Commsission considers probe
lems closely related to our own, und are indlcatlve of
what unlts of thls sordt may fece in thelr relations toO
othor branches of the Jovernment. This is particularly
true of the appropriations segtions recomnanded, rejected
or aidvised during the Atom'c Mgarinss. We have not been
able to obtain -transcripts es yet of all the hearinzs, but
have coples of the “enate lenort and thse orloinal and
revised Senate drafts ns reported to the Floor. wAlso, we
are maintaining contsct with the efflcer in the Leglislative
an¢ Liaison “ivision who L3 following this matier.

2, Briefly, so far as this pertains to fpeclal
“unds problems, the history s as follows. The original
House Dill contained lanpuaze approximately sz follots(tha
exsct text is being obtalned): "The General Accounting
0ffice, in reviewing admirlastrative expendltures, will not
disallow any expendltures which the Comminsion corgiriea to
as necsssary to ths carrying out of 1its oparations . It
will be noted that this 1s in one respect broader Lnan our
ipeeial ‘unds language, as 1t doss not limit the asount or
type o expenditure, but it is narrower in thet some report
must in sll cases be made to the A0, This provislon was
questioned in a hearing, and the aar Department's opinion
asked. Oeneral Nroves stuted that his arrangements with
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the. Comptrolleo: Ueneral had been gatlzractory, smd no
such sweeping provision was nscessary. 41l sush laniuage
was consequently dropred by tho Youse. The Zenats, howe
ever, ammarently relnstated tie above-guoted sentencs in
toto in 1ts original draft. ‘“enator Byrd took Immedlate:
excention, and requested testimeony from the Compirolles
Jener:l, Npe Lindsay warren. Mr. ‘arven is renortesd to
have let loose a blast at blanket excepticns from OAC
reviews :nd disallcwences. we hope to obtsln the text
of this teatimdny, es 1t ia believed to sug eas ¥r. srren's
pzrsonel and official views towamds unvouchered rfunds in
poace~time. “ubsequently, ‘r. Wapren and Jeneral (roves
both appeared and, alter reportedly amlesble discussion,
the above=quoted phrase agsin was dropped, The next
Senate Bill had no provision for unvouchered ~unds.

4e However, after furthor dimcusaion with Mr.
Har-en, the Bill providea in Secticn 17({a) as followat

"Thero ars hereby authorigzed to be sppro-
priated such sums a3 may be negessary snd appro=
priate Lo carry out the provislons and puroocses
of thls setse The Acts annropriating such sums
may eppropriate speclillicl portions thereof to be
accounted for upon the certification of the
Commisaion only." .

1t goes on to axtend the avallablility of sppropriations for
four years after this flscal year for whiech appropriusted.
The abovs provision geenms to contemplate appropriation
langusge very mueh like our own, Haturally, howsver, the
proportions of unvouchered funds would have to be Justified
in the Dudget llearings. In view of the attitude taxsn by
such offlicera as iire Byrd and dpr. Jarren, each justilficaw
tion will be reviewed with & most critical eye.

8. At your convenience, 1 ghould like to discusa
some of the questlicre involved and to suzrest that each
recommendation invelving 8pecial 'unis be considersd from
the point of view that ihe justification for future use ig
fully as important es the sxpediency of current opersations.
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